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HISTORICAL

CONTEXT

Full Title:The Bloody Massacre Perpetrated in King Street Boston on March 5th 1770, by a Party of the 29th
Regt.
Revere produced and began selling this image less than a month after a riot broke out next to the building
now known as the Old State House in Boston.Tensions over the presence of British troops in Boston erupted in violence on the evening of 5 March 1770; five men died and six others were wounded. Accounts suggest that both sides were unruly, but this is not indicated in Revere's image. Revere also does not include
the figure of Crispus Attucks, an African-American who was among those killed.
Similar versions of the "Boston Massacre," as it was called, were created at the time, but Revere was the first
to print and distribute his version. Its early and wide distribution and strong political bias toward the
American colonists ensured the print’s success.
A R T

H I S T O R I C A L

C O N T E X T

The image reinterprets the event so that the British seem to be shooting into a defenseless crowd, when
we know from other accounts that this was not the case.The scene is, however, finely engraved, dramatically
represented, and brightly colored. Because of the timeliness and artistic and political savvy of Revere’s image,
the engraving has become emblematic of the “Bloody Massacre.”
Copperplate engraving was popular in the 18th century for its ability to convey finely detailed images for
multiple copies. To create a print, an artist etches or engraves an image into a smooth plate of copper.
When ink is applied, the grooved areas hold ink that is then transferred onto paper.
SAMPLE GUIDING QUESTIONS

•
•
•
•

List five details about what you see in this picture.
How does Revere seem to feel about the colonists? The British soldiers?
What does Revere’s print suggest about what happened in Boston on March 5, 1770?
Do you think Paul Revere saw this event happen? If he wasn’t there, how do you think he found
out about the event?
• What was Revere’s purpose in creating this engraving? Why do you think so?
• What does this engraving suggest about Revere’s political sentiments?
• Do you think Revere favored the British soldiers or the colonists? Why?

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES

• Compare Revere’s print with other accounts or images of the March 5 encounter between colonists
and soldiers. Ask students to compare and contrast what is present or absent from the different
sources, and how these details affect the overall message of the source.
• Ask students to read an article from a school publication or a local newspaper. Ask each student to
draw their own interpretation of that event. Post all of the drawings on the wall and select a few
more provocative images for discussion. Ask students to compare the results, including point of view,
additions or omissions from the original story, and such issues as how choice of color affect viewers’
interpretations of the original event.
2003 Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Frameworks 3.5, USI.1, USI.5

Peabody Essex Museum
Salem in History 2006

